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SERMON 


PREACHED at 
Sudbury in the County of Suffolk , 
AT A 


LECTURE 


Set up there, for the laſt Summers half Year : 
With the Approbation of the 


BISHOP of the Drocsss, 
By the Clergy of that Deanery, 


TO PREACH ; 


Upon the points in Controverſie, barmoom l 
the Church of Rome, and the Church of | 
England. 


By WILLIAM BATTIE, a Pr ter ref the 
? Church of Englend. | my 


LONDON, 


Primed for Sax. Carr, at the Sign of the King's Head. 
" at | the Weſt end of St. Pars, 1680. 
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To the Reverend my Brethren of 
the Clergy of Suffolk, and Dioceſe 
of Norwich. 


T' #s publiſhed to the whole Nation, whether I will or 
no, that I bave endeavoured, according to the Laws, 
to ſerve the eſtabliſhed Government in Church and 
State. And that I have met with — for what T 
have done, which I have ever ſlighted, becauſe the 
reſpet I bave found among wellwillers tro Loyalty, 

hath counterpoiſed all the unkind uſage I have met with. 
And I ſhould not at this time in the leaſt murmur at my bein 
openly traduced by the Pen of a Licentions Libeller, but that 
my ends are made to partake in the intended Infamy, and 
ſuſpetted the being no Proteſtants, in being my friends. Which 
thing 1 hope juſtifies my expoſtulating the matter with my ac- 
cuſers, what it 1s I am chargeable with, that looks like Popery, 
at a time very inconvenient to be ſuſpetted of it. 

1 do confeſſe, never was a Friend to a Toleration of Diſ- 
ſenters of what denomination ſoever, in their open and daring 
tranſgrefſion of the Laws. Now, if for this I muſt be Popiſh ; 
thee 4 rule of Contraries, the Papiſts that were lately Execu- 
ted ſhould be Proteſtants, for they were zealous for a Tole- 
ration : and one of them declared at his Tryall, that they in- 
tended not the introducing of Popery by the Kings death, but 
by a T oleration. I know the Papiſts were onely for a Toleration 
for their omn ends, nor were any other that I ever beard of, 
any longer for it, than till their turn were ſerved by it. They 
who at this day take more Liberty than 1 am ſure the Law al- 
lows them, would not Tolerate in the late times their Lawfill 
King his own Chaplains, nor his Subjefts the uſe of the Com- 
mon-Prayer in their own houſes, nor the Clergy that read it, 
Houſes of their own to live in. And 1 know the end the Pa- 
Pifts propoſed by a Toleration is as unlike the mean, as one 
Term of a Contradiction 1s to the other, for what _— is 
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The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
there in a Toleration, to the Popiſh Inquiſition ? and the cer- 
rain proſpett I bad of the danger there was of a Tolerations 
ending in an Inquiſition, from the fierce oppoſition T met with 
from ſome projetting Papifts for my zeal on the behalf of the 
Government, 1 do ſolemly proteſt to be the chief motive of 
that __ f : . X 

And of that oppoſition, if it were a thing to be argued in 
axy Court, I no, +. conſiderable ns. Hor before 
his Majeſty 1 ſhould not need any. 

For the Popular objeftion 1 have often heard of, that the 
Clergy are onely to preach people to Church, I ever thought it 
the Shepherds work_as to provide his flock of Paſture, ſo topre- 
ſerve it from being devoured of Wolves, and to keep his Sheep 
from ftragling. But for the task of Preaching people to Church, 
where ſhall we do it ? when they will neither come to the houſe 
of God, nor to ours, nor recerve us with the reſpeFt owing their 
Paſtours into their own houſes. This puts me in mind of 
Archimedes his undertaking to remove the Earth, which he 
could not do, without a place to plant his Engines on. No more 
can we preach people to Church, though we think zt more pratti- 
cable, than to remove the Earth, till a place be aſſigned us for it. 
The preaching that is in publick,, 1s not thought inferiour by 
thoſe who will hear it, to what Difſenters have in their private 
apartments, but. we cannot preach by the Law in any place, to 
any number of thein, where Common-Prayer ts not read, and 
this makes the dull Earth it will not move ; So that the coun- 
ſell to the Clergy would be mare proper, Brive your Conſciences, 
d:ſpenſe with your Subſcriptions, and Oaths of Canonicall Obe- 
dience. But this we Cannot do our ſelves, and we have no 
Pope to do it for us in the Church of England. Bur whence us 
*t that Common-Prayer us ſo frightfull ? The thing pretended 
3s, that it is Popiſh, when yet it was compiled by them who were 
barnt for Proteſtants ;, and had: they not been ſo ſerved, it 1 
much tro be queſtioned, whether they would have preſerved down 
zo theſe times, the repute for Proteſtants : for ut 1s not Confi- 
ſcation of goods, og 00mg, Baniſhment, that will ſatisfie 
fome men at this day, that the Clergy of the Communion of the 
Church of England #n the late times were Proteſtants : for they 
wanted for none of. theſe tryals, and yet though they perſiſted 
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The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
ftedfafily in the defence # the Church of England againſt 
Popery, even in the time of their Exile, to the hazard of their 
lives from Papiſts, they are not allowed the name of true Pro- 
teſtants. 

or is worth the relating here, what we are told of the Excel- 
lent Biſhop Bramhall, by the Right Reverend Per ſon who writes 
his Life, how that during his Exile, intending to travcll into 
Spain, becauſe by his diſputes on the behalf of the Proteſtant 
Religion, he had ſo incenſed the Papiſts in Flanders, that they 
would no longer permit him there the leaſt uſe of their Libra- 
ries, the m_ s Fourney being kyown to the Papiſts, they ſent 
bis pifture fore him into Spain, thet ſo ſoon as the Biſhop 
came where the Inquiſition took, place , he was ſaluted by the 
Woman of the Inn, by his name ; be deſiring to know, how ſhe 
came by his name, ſhe told him that ſhe could alſo ſhew him his 
pifture, and that there were more of them upon the Road, and 
that her Husband had a Commiſſion to apprehend him, and 
carry him before the Inquiſitors. T ſungeſs that if he bad been 
apprehended and put to death, he might have had the good luck 
to have been accounted a Proteſtant ;. and whence was it, that 
eſceping the ſnare with his life, Mr. Baxter in his Grotian 
Religion, could have the heart to repreſent him to the world, 
for a perſon Popiſhly inclined ? Who would not judge by this 
uſage of ſo great an oppoſer of Popery, that let men do what 
they can that way, their being of the Church of England #s 
the thing that makes men Tapiſts ? And then how ſtrangely was 
it provided by a late Aft of Parliament, to make the receiving 
of the Sacrament according to the uſage of the Church of Eng- 
land,che Shibboleth,ro diſtinguiſh a Proteſtant from a Papiſt ? 
Now, if the being of the Church of England makes us no Pro- 
teſtants, it muſt be upon the occount of ſome fundamental miſ- 
Carriage in our reformation, which was not in other Reformed 
Churches, who were firſt called Proteſtant, and what that was, 
except it be this, that we reformed regularly, we are utterly at 
aloſſe about it : Our Church was Reformed at the firſt by the 
Care and Condutt of our Lawfull Governours, in the way the 
Jewiſh Church was Reformed in the Reign of the good King 
Hezekiah, and the Clergy of her Communion have not been at- 


tainted of any Diſloyalty from that time to this : but this, T 
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The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 


now, our Adverſaries will be aſhamed at leaſt to ſay they diſ- 
T in our ——_ and Clergy. If they do ili ie, 4 _ 
reſolved (to uſe the words of Job.) That our righteouſneſs 
in this matter, which we account our Glory, we will hold and 
will not let it go. And I do heartily wiſh, that all ſober 
perſons who have any Intereſt in the men of this Age who do ſo 
ftranely confine and diſtinguiſh about Proteſtantiſme, would 
Aly them by all means to let the Church of England have 
the firſt ſhare at leaſt in the Proteſtant Religion, becauſe of the 
conſtant Loyalty of the men of her Communion, as they deſire 
to keep up the honour and reputation of it ; For, if they may nor 
be permitted to be Proteſtants, where are Proteſtants to be 
found of any other Communion tn theſe Nations, upon whom the 
late Rebellion, and the many diſmall conſequences of it, the 
Rapine, Perjury, Sacriledge, Murthers, and the King®s hoy- 
rid Murther too, may not be charged ? And how unanſwerably 
then muſt the Proteſtant Religion ſuffer reproach and ſcandall 
for all theſe things all the world over ? But it 15 ſuggeſted thar 
the Clergy of the Church of England are parte per pale Po- 
piſh and Proteſtant, which would be very flrange, when they 
have all the ſame laws, and are all under the ſame Oati to 
obſerve them ; If they hope there are ſome who do not obſerve 
theſe Laws, though they are under the Oath of God to db it, 
and will vote theſe the Proteſtants, how bravely have they pro- 
vided for the Proteſtant Religion , to lodge at amongſt ſuch 
as they imagine and hope are Difſemblers with God and the 
IWorld ? 

T am ſorry for the occaſion given me to reflekt as T do upon 
theſe things, and it may be thought 1mpertinent, becauſe none 
but imprudent men will thus diftinguiſh about Proteſtantiſme ; 
But theſe imprudent per ſons having once by this Artifice of voting 
things and perſons Popiſh they have no fancy for, wrought the 
inconſidering Vulgar into a acſpiſing, and depoſms of Digni- 
nities, its enough to make a dumb man fpeak,, to ſee them at- 
rempt it the ſecond time in the ſame methods. And ſome 
grains I hope will be allowed me, in ſpeaking for my ſelf, be- 
cauſe of the Indignation I may juſtly have. to be ſo miſrepor- 
zed to the world 5 Tam; it 1s but a year yet ſince I ſearched a 
ſuſpefted houſe for Feſuits, purſuant to his Majefties Procla- 


mation, 
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mation, within three weeks after mhich 1 was aſſaulted by 
Four men with Swords and Piſtols, being at ſupper in my onn 


houſe ; what their deſign was I could never yet learn; But if I 


had nor eſcaped by a convenient back door, I believe they would 
have made mea Proteſtant. Tou are my witneſſes, how read:- 
ly Iconcurred with you about the ſame time in the ſetting up of 
a Lefture (our Biſhop approving of it) for the laſt Summer 
half year in Sudbury, where we met with 4 very kind reception: 
from the Magiſtrates of that Town from firſt to laſt. We agrecd 
upon that place becauſe of the many Papiſts there are in the ad- 
jacent Towns, and I am not aſhamed to let it be known that 
our defion by this Lefture was not the bare oppoſing of 
Popery, bur to promore alſo,zf it were poſſible,a better underſtan- 
ding between Vs and Diſſenters of other . Per ſwaſions, which if 
it could be effefted all the Nation over, would be the certaineſt 
way to defeat all Romiſh deſigns that are on foot againſt us.. 


1 am not ſo vain, as toimazine, that this little Narrative- 


of my ſelf will ſatisfie evil minded men, Nay, I rather ſuſ- 
pett it may occaſion another Libel, but I am adviſed to deſpiſe 
that, rather than my Tunocency ( for my Friends ſatis fattton) 
ſhould nor be a little vindicated. Now, I hope, it may ſuffice 
i juſtifie my Innccency, if not to anticipate all replies, oxely to 
* this one thing to be conſidered of , If it be a thing to be 
imagined, that my Adverſaries (who do not ſeem to be men 
of any great mercy,,) if they had had any conſiderable thing a- 


gainſt me, would ever have undertaken a frivolous Tadiftment 


about an Oath Z mine, made in Michaelmas Term +8.. 
which as it ſlept ſo long , ſo it had ever flept in quiet, onely. 
that it Faſter Term laſt 1 indifted a Friend of theirs of yang 
jury, and it might very well have flept ſtill for any harm there- 


z 11 it, for they have ſmorn nothing that in the leaſt conra- 
difts it, however it happened that the Grand Fury did not 
perceive it, for the Qath where they lay any ſtreſſe, 15 onely in 
theſe words, that there being no Seſſions for Ipſwich ar the ac- 
cuſtomed time in July 78. 1 deſired the Magiſtrates of Tpfwich 
there might be a Seſſions at the accuſtomed time after Michael- 


mas. Now it is ſworn againſt me that there was a Seſſions held: 


at Ipſwich por the 1oth..day of July 73. which was no- more 
the accuſtomed time than the 1Cthe day of any other Monerh, 
AS: 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
as the Statute of the 24. of Henry the 5th. ch. 4th. will ſatisfie 
any man that will takes the pains to conſult the Almanack,, which 
was the week, after the Tranſlation of Tho. the Martyr ( as 
the Statute calls him ) in that year. I nnd ju 4 the Grand Fury 
did not foreſee, that when they bad found the Bill, I was in- 
ftantly to be tryed by Libellers. 

Whereas it ts ſuggeſted that I am deſerted by the Proteſtant 
Clergy, T am bold to ſay, that I am ſure of the contrary, I ds 
not ſee, how the preferring of one friend us a deſerting of ano- 
ther , we live as Friends, ready to ſerve one another, and the | 
publick as we bave opportunity ; we live as we are taught to | 
pray z and that we = continue ſo to do, in the true faith and 
fear of God, in humble obedience to our King, and in Brother- 
ly Charity one towards another, and ſo by well doing put to 


ſilence the ignorance of fooliſh mex, is the hearty prayer of 


Your affeCtionate Brother 
and faithful Servant, 


Willians Battie. 


1679. 
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(1) 


GALAT. IIJ. r. 


Oh fooliſh Galatians, who hath bewitched you 
that you ſhould not obey the truth, before 
whoſe eyes Feſus Chriſt hath been evidently 
ſet forth Crucified among you. 
N the Goſpel, the holy Apoſtles, ſown the 
—_ good Seed thereof, in all the places where 
they came, but immediately the Envious One did 
ſow his Darnel : now as Darnel, Tares, and Weeds 
being more natural to the ſoy], have the greater 
nouriſhment from it , and by this advantage grow 
and ſpread ſo faſt, that the good Seed is in danger 
of being choaked, and quenched by them 3 even ſo 
did the Tares of falſe DoQtrine, proſper in all the 
Churches of the Apoſtles planting : ſuch Dodrines 
being more congenial to the ſoy] of mens depraved 
natures, and as ſown at firſt by the Envious 
One, ſo promoted and cheriſhed in them with 
his utmoſt induſtry 3 they thrive indeed ſo faſt 
by theſe advantages, that the Apoſtles thought it 
not ſafe to let them alone, for the leaſt time , bur 
did inſtantly apply themſelves to the weeding of 
them out. As we ſee it's our Apoſtles care with re- 
gard to the Churches of Galatia, to which he di- 
rects this Epiſtle. Obſerving of them, that they 


had been troubled fo far, by ſome, whom he wiſh- 
B eth 


O ſboner had the bleſſed Labourers in * 


Q& 


(2) 
«th cut off for ſo doing , as tO be ſeduced to relin- 
quiſh the Liberty they were called to by the Gof- 
pel, and to put their Necks under the Jrdaical 4 
Yoke again, fo far, as to obſerve Circumciſion ; 
nay , the days, months, times, and years of the 
Ceremonial Law. And thus even to turn again to 
the weak, and beggarly Elements of the Law, from 
which they had had a Manumiſſion by the Gofpel! : 
which ſeduction of theirs, looking upon 1t as a piece 
of Faſcination, and accounting of them hereupon, 5 
as perſons that had been in ill handling, and practi- 5 
ſed upon by witchcraft, he begins his holy Charm b 
* againſt it, as he doth in the words of the Text, ; 
wherein we have theſe things conſiderable. ; 
Firſt, The Obje& of the Apoſtles reprehenſion, 
The Churches of Galatia. 2 
Secondly, The Ground of the reprehenfion, 2? 
Their defe@ion from the Truth. | 
Thirdly, The Aggravation of the-defection in 
the laſt Words, which is, That they had had a clear 
and manifeſt diſcovery of the great Goſpel Truth 
wherein they wavered given them, at fuch time as 
the Goſpel was firſt preached to them, before whoſe 
eyes Jeſus Chriſt hath been evidently, &Cc. 
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To confider of the two firſt of theſe in con- 
nexion, the Objet of the reprehenſion, the Chur- 
ches of Galatia; and the Matter of it, their defe- 
con fiom the Truth, into a very great errour ; 
the holding of Circumciſion, and the Ceremonies 
of the Law of Moſes ſti}] neceſſary to Salvation, 
which the Apoſtle calls, the m2aking of the Croſs of 
Chriſt of no effe, and a denial of his being come in 
the fleſh; Theſe things conſidered together we do 


learn 
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learn from this Scripture, That particular Churches 
are fallible. 

In the handling of which propoſition, I will on- 
ly briefly ſhew , what we mean by a: particular 
Church, and then proceed to (hew, whereby it may 
be made to appear,that ſuch a Church is fallible. 

What we are to underſtand by Church in gene- 
ral, we are taught it in the firſt and ſecond Chap- 
ters of the AFs of the Apoſtles : in the firſt Chap- 
ter the fifteenth Verſe, we read that the number of 
Names together , ( Apoſtles and Diſciples ) were 
about 120, which being increaſed, (as we read in 
the next Chapter,) to a very great number,by S.Pe- 
ters Sermon, we farther read, that they continued 
ftedfaſily in the Apoſtles doGrine, and fellowſhip, and 
in breaking of bread, and in prayers ; and ſo conti- 
nuing, they are called a Church, for it follows, he 
Ld added daily to the Church ſuch as ſhould be 
ſaved. 

From the Scripture, a Church may be duly de- 
ſcribed, a Company of Believers united together in 
the Profeſſion of the ſame Faith, Adminiſtration of 
the ſame Sacraments, and Celebration of the ſame 
Devotions, under their lawfull Governours. Now 
as to what we mean by particular Churches , if we 
look into the Scriptures, we ſhall find, that when 
they ſpeak of any Country where the Goſpel had 
been preached, they mention the Churches of that 
Country. Thus we read of the Churches of Jude, 
Cilicia, Syria, and Gatatia; becauſe of the leveral - 
Congregations in thoſe great Countries, each ha- 
ving its particular Biſhop over it , and thereby be- 
coming a particular Church. And again in the holy 
Scriptures, becauſe of the: ſubordination of theſe 
= B 2 Churches 
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Churches under one Head , we do ſometimes read 
of Church only in the fingular number, as of the 
Church of Corizth, the Church of Jeruſalem, and 
the Church of the Theſſalonians ; particular Chur- 
ches all, becauſe of their ſubjzeQion each to his own 
ſingle ſupreme Governour: and as ſeveral Churches 
are reduced to the denomination of one Church, in 
relation to the ſingle Governour of thoſe many 
Churches ; ſo all the Churches of all Cities,and all 
Nations under heaven, may be reduced to the ſame 
ſingle denomination of Church, 1n relation to one 
ſupreme Governour of them all, which is the no- 
tion of the Church we mention 1n our Creed, the 
Catholick, or Univerſal Church : The Univerſal 
Church is called fo, becauſe all other Churches are 
members of it;and whereas every particular Church 
hath its own particular ſupreme Governour- upon 
earth, the Univerſal Church hath no other one par- 
ticular Head, that we read of, either in the Scrip- 
tures, or in the Writings of the Ancient Fathers, 
but what ſhe hath in heaven , even our Lord Jeſas 
Chriſt, the chief Biſhop of our Souls. 

Now to ſhew that particular Churches are Falli- 
ble, I ay particular Churches ; for of the Univer- 
fal Church it cannot be affirmed, that remaining, 
when any particular Church erreth, in thoſe parts 
that do not erre, whether they be more or leſs. 
That a particylar Church may fall. into errour, it 
may ſerve for one argument to perſwade us of it, 
to confider what it conſiſts of ; now what conſiſts. 
ſuch a Church of, but Perſons all Fallible, Head and 
Members being all finfull and fo, unable to ſecure 
themſelves from defeQion ; and where the integral 
parts are ſuch, what can the whole be that _— 
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of them > we cannot imagine that they are any 
other in union, than what they are ſeparately con- 
ſidered ; every Member being fallible, it cannot be 
natural to the Body made up of them, to be other- 
wiſe; and the Body, the Church theo,that lays claim 
to the prerogative of Infallibility, muſt do it upon 
the account of ſpecial ſuperventent Grace, and be 
able when called to it, to ſhew their Patent for it 
from the Donor of it. 

Now whereas the Church of Rome doth very 
much inſiſt upon this priviledge ; and contend for 
it, and that very earneſtly, and not without very 
great cauſe; it will not be amiſs to conſider here 
what 1t 1s that Church produceth as a Grant or Pa- 
tent for this wonderfull priviledge , her being in- 
veſted with it. 

And firſt of all, they much inſiſt upon that pro- 
miſe of Chriſ# in the fourteenth of S. Johz, the fix- 
teenth Verie, where he tells his Diſciples, I wil 
pray the Father, and he ſhall give you another Com- 
forter that he may abide with you for ever + which 
Scripture, were the Proſelytes of that Church al- 
lowed the Bible in their Mother tongue, and there- 
by able to ſee how the promiſe is conditioned, and 
reſtrained in the foregoing Verſe, and the Verſe 
that follows, they would poſhbly have as much to 
do to perſwade them, as us, of their Churches Infal- 
Hbility, from that Text. For if according to their 
own dodtrine, the Infallibility of their Church de- 
pends upon the Pope's Infallibility, in confirming 
the Decrees of Councils, and his unerring faculty 
depends upon this Promiſe, the Promiſe being ſo 
Conditional as it is, they muſt give us leave to ſtay 
for fatisfation, how their Popes anſiyer theſe Con- 
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ditions, before we ſhall believe them Infallible, from 
this Scripture z they muſt be ſuch as keep God's 
Commandment, Ver. 15. as exped to partake of 
this Promiſe, and Ver. 17. it is flatly denied the men 
the Scriptures ſtile by the name of the World, that 
is, all wicked and worldly minded Men, who only 
mind earthly things, and ſo 1s made the peculiar 
priviledge of ſuch whoſe Converſation , as the A- 
poſtles words are , #*s i Heavens but how the 
Popes of Rome for many Centuries have anſwered 
theſe conditions, let their own Hiſtorians, O-z»#phriae, 
and P/atina be judges. 

Again , it is conſiderable that by the tenour of 
the whole Chapter, this promiſe was made to the 
Diſciples our Saviour was then ſpeaking to, and it 
was ſhortly after made good ta them : but let the 
Romaniſts imagine it to be made in the moſt pecu- 
lar manner to their Church that may be ; I con- 
ceive the promiſe of God's Spirit to lead a Church 
into all truth, is then performed , when ſufficient 
direCtion is afforded in the things neceſſary to be 
believed and done of Chriſtians. But may not a 
Church be thus led, and yet not follow ? ard in 
caſe ſhe doth not follow the leading, ſhe as cer- 
tainly ſtays in errour, as the man continues in dark- 
neſs, who being brought out of a dark Dungeon 
into the open Sun, there ſhuts his eyes, and will 
not look about him : God doth neither here,- nor 
any where elſe promiſe the Church of Roe, or 
any other Church, his Holy Spirit, to lead them 
into all truth, whether they will or no 5 now if a 
man have never ſo infallible a Guide in his jour- 
ney, if he will only take his own way, and go 


counter to his Guides diredion, he muſt needs erre 
and 


ſy 
Re, 
F 
"4 
08,5 
a 
Fl 
tk 
— 
On, 
Its 
4 
KS, 
kx 
F 55d 
; 
e 
3 
X 
* 
0 


(7) 


and wander all the day , and be far enough from 
coming to his journeys end at night ; and this I 
fear is the caſe of the Rom:a: Church, they have a 
good Guide, a fure Word that leads them into ſun- 
dry truths ; as that Images are not to be worſhip- 
ped, that the Communion 1s to be received in both 
kinds, that Prayers and Praiſes are to be perfor- 
med in a known tongue 3 but if they will not fol- 
low as they are led, they muſt erre as their An- 
ceſtors have done for many generations , let them 
talk what they will of being ſecured by this or any 
other promiſe of Infallibility. 

Another Scripture they inſiſt upon, is that in 
the 1 Tim. 3.15. That thou mayeſt know how thou 
oughteſt to behave thy ſelf in the houſe of God, which 
# the Church of the living God, the Pillar and ground 
of the truth : here the Church being called the Pil- 
lar and ground of the truth, the Propoſer, and Pre- 
ſerver of the truth, ſhe muſt be Infallible : Thus 
this Scripture is expounded generally by the Roma- 
7iſts, and thus they lay it for a foundation of their 
Infallibility 3 but now if we admit of an Ellipſis 
here ofthe word, &s, a frequent figure 1n the holy 
Scripture, and without which we are not able to 
make any fenſe of ſundry Scriptures, there is not 
the leaſt footing from this Scripture for the Chur- 
ches infallibility, for thus the words, 5vA@. xgt «- 
Sexinuca, Pillar and ground are affirmed of 17m:0- 
thy, and not of the Church, and then the ſenſe is 
only this, That thou mighteſt know how to behave 
thy ſelf jn the Houſe of God, which is the Church 
of the living God, as a Pillar and ground of the 
truth. Now to ſhew the frequency of this figure, 


I might mention ſundry Scriptures where it is uſed, 
as 


FR. 
2s particularly Gem. 49. 9. Judas Catulus , where 
the ſenſe certainly is, Judas # as a Lions whely , 
P/2l. the 11. 1. V3 "12 Þle Bird, which the Sep- 
tuagint renders by the Adverb, ws, Flee as a Bird 
to the mountains ; others conceive there is an El1- 
lipfis of the Participle 4», which is often under- 
ſtood, and not expreſled, as in the firſt words of 
the Lord's Prayer, 6 2 geg0%;, where oy 1s under- 
ſtood. Now the words thus expounded, they are 
a dire&tion to Timothy, to behave himſelf in the 
Houle of God, the Church of the living God, as 
becomes a Pillar of the truth, or he being a Pillar 
of the truth; and it is well known, the title Pillar 
1s elſewhere given the Rulers of the Church, as 
Gal. 2.9. and Rev. 3. 12. and it is readier by far 
to conceive the Apoſtle aſcribing the title to T7-20- 
tþy, rather than to the Church, as Mr. Chil/ingworth 
obſerves,becauſe the Church is here certainly called 


Houſe, and to be called Houſe, and Pillar, and 
Foundation in the ſame place, is not ſo congruous. 
But waving this very probable and ſafe expoſition, 
and let the words, Pillar and ground , be affic- 
med of the Church, why muſt the Church be meant 
of the Church of Rowe, and not of Epheſus where 
Timothy was Biſhop ? But farther grant them this 


alſo, that this Scripture ſpeaks of the Church of 
Rome, and that the Church of Rowe is peculiarly 
the Pillar and ground, that is , the Propoſer , the 
Preſerver, and the Upholder of truth, and nothing 
but the truth, and the Oppoſer of all errour ; it 
is well known there are ſundry perfeRions and pro- 
perties in holy Writ,aſcribed to perſons and things, 
which are aſcribed not as notes of performance, 
but of duty, not that they neceſianly have theſe 

per- 
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perfections, and that they neceſiarily diſcharge 
ſaci ofhces, and cannot do otherwiſe, but becauſe 
they ought to be endowed with ſuch gifts, and it 
1s much their duty to diſcharge fuch offices. And 
thus the Church of Rozze, as all other Churches are, 
1s by duty, the Pillar and ground, and Buttreſs of 
truth, that 1s, the Propoſer of all neceſſiry truths, 
and the Oppugner of all errour; this, I fay, ſhe 1s 
by duty bound to be ; but yet ſhe may negled and 
fail in the duty, and be in fat the teacher of er- 
rour, for any thing there is in this Scripture to the 
contrary. TI ſuppoſe it was as much the duty of the 
Church of the Jews, as it is of the Roa, Church 
to propoſe nothing but the truth, and that there 
1s as much to be ſaid for the Infallibility of that 
Church , as any other 5 and the Papiſts muſt 
needs ſuppoſe it, feeing they make the Infallibility 
of that Church a wed to prove their own by 3 
and indeed we find in the Book of Dex. that the 
regard was very great, the Jews were obliged in to 
all the deciſions of their Church, in all matters of 
Controverſie , Det. 17. 8,9,10,11,12. the 1ſrae- 
lites were commanded upon pain of death in all 
hard matters to repair to the Prieſts in Council, 7-2 the 
place which God ſhould chooſe, and to abide by their 
determinations. And ſeeing what they delivered 
was to be regarded in this manner, it was certainly 
their duty to be very wary 1n what they delivered, 
and to tell the People nothing but the truth. But 
if they were Infallible, how neceſlarily muſt the 
Papiſts juſtity the Fews in accounting the Bleſſed 
Jeſas an Impoſtor, and Judas a good Common- 
wealths man for the betraying of him ? 

Now to propound another Argument , which 
(hall 
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ſhall be this ; If particular Churches have fallen into 
errour, then ſuch Churches may ſtill be accounted 
Fallible z but it hath often happened that ſucl: 
Churches have fallen into crrour , ard therefore 
we have no reaſon to think any other of them at 
this day ; this Argument is grounded upon that 
undeniable Maxime, ab eſſe ad poſſe valet conſequer- 
tia, Now that ſich Churches have erred, befid:s 
what we have in the Text to this purpole, we have 
more inſtances in the ſecond and third Chap. of the 
Revel. of St. John ; the advice is conſiderable to 
this purpoſe , which is given the Church of Sar- 
dis, Rev. 3.3. Remember therefore how thou haſt re- 
ceived and heard,and hold faſt 5 which advice plain- 
ly implies her defection through errour , for reme- 
dics are always adapted to the diſeaſe, the remedy 
then preſcribed the Church of Sardis being her re- 
membring what ſhe had received and heard, and 
her holding of it faſt for the future, ( an Exhorta- 
tion frequently given with regard to ſound do- 
Ctrine ) her diſeaſe muſt be her defection from the 
doQrine ſhe had formerly heard and received into 
, errour;z but we meet with much more this way 1n 
Church Hiſtory : We read that in the days of the 
Emperours, Conſtantius and YValens, even the whole 
viſible Church did Arrianize, that it grew into a 
Proverb, Athanaſius againſt the World, and the 
World againſt Athanaſius. The Councils of Mz/- 
lain, and Sirmium which were Arrian, were {ub- 
ſcribed by the heads of ſundry Churches, fo that to 
alledge particular Churches have not erred, it is 
great 1mpudence to do it, becauſe it contradicts ſo 
many unaeniable teſtimonies of all Hiſtorians. 


Now to conſider what reply it is the Papiſts 
make 
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make us here, Upon this Argument that Churches 
having erred they may erre, they retort upon us, 
that it the Church 1s Fallible, ſhe may have beer 
deceived in delivering the Canon of the holy Scrip- 
tures, and have ſubſtratted from what is Canoni- 
cal, and delivered that for Canonical that is nor, 
and then what certainty are they at, for what they 
believe, who ſo magnthe the holy Scriptures, when 
it the Church they have them by be deceivable, 
they are uncertain whether or no they have any 
authentick Scriptures 2 But now what is this any 
other than only a fallacious arguing, called, 2 4- 
Fo ſecundum quid, ad diftum ſimpliciter : For we 
affirm this fallibility only of a particular Church, 


whole witneſs is but a ſmall part of the teſtimony 


that authenticates the Canon of the Scripture, the 
teſtimony in whole of this being only the concur- 
ring conſent of all Churches in ail ages. If there 
were no Church but a particular Church of the 
preſent age to be relied on, their arguing would 
amount to ſomething 3 but ſeeing there is another, 
and a far greater teſtimony, even Univerſal Tradi- 
tion, their arguing, ( to uſe Mr. Chil/ingworth's re- 
ſemblance ) 1s only , as if a man ſhould go about 
to perſwade us, that if the Vintage of Frazce mif- 
carry, we can have no Wine from France, and 
therefore if that Vintage miſcarry we can have no 
Wine at all, which every one muſt acknowledge to 
be a ſilly lame arguing. It a Brook be branched 
into ſeveral ſtreams, and one proves muddy, does 
it follow that we can have no clean water by go- 
ing upwards to where they are united, and come 
nearer to the Fountain head ? The ſtream of Rome 
is only a particular ſtream, and 1t runs muddy, very 

& 9 muddy, 
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muddy, and hath done fo for many Ages, and muſt 
do ſo till a Commiſſion of Sewers can be by good 
authority granted for the cleanſing of it, for it is 
much to be feared, the Pope and his Cardinals will 
never do it by agreement among themſelves. But 
go we up this ſtream to where 1t run purer in the 
four firſt Centuries of the Church , and where it 
unites and agrees with the ſtreams of other Chur- 
ches, and more upward {til} , ti}l we come to the 
Fountain, the Primitive belict of the Univerſal 
Church, and to this te{timony we will {tand , for 
the Canon of the Scriptures, and all other things 
of importance to be believed by us. 

But here 1t is farther objected by the Pepiſts, and 
it is 'that they make the greateſt noiſe with, that 
the Canon of the Scripture being ſtated, the Church 
however that 1s not infallible, hath no way left 
her of deciding infallibly all differences and con- 
troverſies that may ariſe, about the interpretation 
of Canonical Scriptures. Seeing they cannot ſup- 
preſs the holy Scriptures, which we may believe 
they would if they could, by their forbidding the 
publiſhing of them in a known tongue , they en- 
deavour heartily, by this pretence of their ſole In- 
fallibility, to ingroſs (. which would be as much to 
their purpoſe as the ſuppreſſing of them, ) the ſole 
interpretation of them to their Church alone. 

Now there be three things ſuggeſted 1n this Ob- 
;3xtion, to amuſe the Men they would Profſclyte, 
Which if we conſider them by themſelves, it will 
appear, there is nothing in the whole Objection, 
but chaff, to take young Birds with. | 

Firſt, T hey would tnſinuate by this Objection, that 
there is an abſolute neccſlity of having all contro- 
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verſies infallibly decided that may ariſe about the in- \3+BE 
terpretation of difficult places in the holy Scriptures. ' IE 

Secondly, That it in the power of their Church 
to doit. 

Thirdly, That the Church that hath not this 
power, 1s at uncertainty in the Faith, 

Now as to the firſt thing pretended 1n this Ob- 
jetion, It we look into the holy Scriptures never 
fo wiſhly, we ſhall not find, that they do ſpeak at 
all of any ſuch neceſſity there is of having all con- 
troverſies infallibly d<termined, that may ariſe about 
the Interpretation of them 3 but on the contrary 
they call us off from turmoiling our felves in dif- | 
putes and controverfics, as an unprofitable exer- yy, 1,,.. 
ciſe. And how can we imagine, that it indan- 
gers ſalvation to be ignorant in' ſome controverted 
' points, when we find the Apoſtles after they had 
received the Holy Ghoſt in ſo wonderfull a man- 
ner, as they did upon the day of Pentecoſt, to 
lead them into all truth , ignorant themfelves and 
under miſtakes, about a revealed truth , viz. the 
preaching of the Goſpel to the Gertiles ; and the 
opinion that they were to preach the Goſpel only 
to the Jews, prevailed among them, till ſuch time, 
as St. Peter by his Viſton and Corzelizs's Conver- 
fon, was clearly convinced of the contrary. 

For the ſecond thing pretended, that it is in the 
power of their Church to interpret infallibly all the 
difficult places that be in the holy Scripturesz The 
vanity of this pretence is futticiently ſhewn, onely 
by telling them, that they have not given the world 
any proof of any ſuch admirable faculty belonging 
to their Church ; and would ſuch a Light as this 
be put under a Buſhel ? ſhould ſuch a Talent as this 
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fie buried among them? It were enough, were there 
any ſuch thing as modeſty and ſhame among them , 
to make them give over their vain glorying, to 
hear the Profoundeſt Expoſitors of the Roz2ar Com- 
munion, acknowledge themſelves ignorant of the 
meaning of divers places in the holy Scriptures, and 
for want of certainty, paſs their ſeveral Conjecures 
upon them, and ſwell their Comments upon the 
Scriptures into numberleſs Volumes, none of which 
they dare Vote Infallible. 

If they have this Infallibility among them, could 
they imploy it better, than by writing one infallible 
Comment upon the whole Bible? tor what a benefit 
would this be to the Chriſtian World ! how might 
men by the reading of this one, ſpare the time they 
ſpend 1n reading the infinite fallible Comments, and 
beſtow it upon their Souls in far more ſerviceable 
performances? They who hold the Pope whilſt he is 
in his Chair,to be Infallible,how worthy and bene- 
ficial a thing would it be for them, to hold him 
there, from day to day, till he had Writ a Com- 
ment upon the whole Bible, we might ſafely abide 
by as Infallible 3 as Aazror, and Hur cauſed Moſes 
to ſit down, and held up his hands, till the Amale- 
kites were deſtroyed 3 this would be a quick and 
ſpeedy way, to put to the rout all the Amalekzte 
Errours and Herefies they ſo complain of : but 
whileft no ſuch thing is done, 1t's nothing but im- 
pudence in them to vaunt it as they do of ſuch an 
excellent Gift , that lies idle amongſt them, and 
that they employ not in ſome ſuitable projects. 

For the third thing this Objection infinuates, 
which 1s,that the Church that hath no Infallibility, 
hath no ſure footing, as they call it, for Faith, where- 

by 
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by they endeavour to repreſent all Proteſtants to 
their Profclytes, for a Company of filly faithleſs 
perſons : 

To this we rejoyne, that for the things we pro- 
poſe as neceſſarily to be believed, we are upon the 
ſame certainty with* themſelves. That the Scrip- 
tures are the word of God, and that all the things 
contained in them be conſequently true, we have 
the undoubted , becauſe a never denied Tradition 
from that time to this, of the mighty Miraclcs 
whereby their Divinity was firft vouched to the 
world; and what ever words they may uſe about 
it, A believe this is aJl the certainty the Romaniſ?s 
themſelves have in the ſame thing. Now it they 
have the ſame for the points wherein they differ 
from us that have no footing in the holy Scriptures, 
a certainty thus grounded upon univerfal Tradi- 
tion,concerning the proof of their Divinity, though 
we do not call it Infallibility, it fhall prevail with us 
to be of the ſame mind with them 1n thefe points; 
but though we do not brag of Infallibility, we are 
ſo much for certainty, that we expe tirſt to have 
this tradition well proved to us, but they are ſo 
well adviſed as not to infiſt upon any ſuch Tradi- 
tion ; and here it would be conflidered, what it 1s 
then they would perſwade us by into a beliet of all 
the Doctrines of their Church. We call to them, 
as well we may, for good proof of the Doctrine of 
the Infallibility of their Church, it is a foundation 
point, and they build a great weight upon it, and 
therefore it had need be lain ſure, they offer us no 
Miracles, we read nothing of it 1n the holy Scrip- 
ture, ſhall we take their word for their Infallibility, 


and upon the account of their Infallibility — 
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( 16 ) 
a!l their other docarines? they do as good as ſay it ; 
for when we call for proof,they tell us we muſt con- 
ſult God's viſible Church with ſubmiſlive acknow- 
ledgment of her infallibility. A very compendious 
way of proof, we mult believe them Infallible becauſe 
they fay it, and take it purely upon the credit 
of their Church 3 to which Bezz in his Comment 
upon theſe words of St. Parl's to Timothy, the Pil- 
lar and ground of the truth , make this very apt re- 
ply , taking notice of the brags and gloryings of 
the Church of Rowe , from that and other Scrip- 
tures, about her Infallibility, and when called up- 
on for ſome ſubſtantial proof of it, all her boaſting 
dwindles into her own Infallible teſtimony , he 
concludes, Who ever took a known Whores word in 
commendation of her own honeſty ? | 

Now for the other thing we have in the Text, 
the aggravation of the Galatians defeCtion from the 
truth they had firſt received. 

The Apoſtle ſharpens his reprehenſion here from 
the conſideration of the clear underſtanding that 
had been given them of the ſum of the Chriſtian 
Religion, upbraiding them with it, that Chri/# Cru- 
cified had been formerly as convincingly declared a- 
mong them by his Preaching,as if he had been ſet be- 
fore their eyes nailed to the Croſs among them, as 
the Learned Dr. Hammond glofleth upon the words. 
They had been rightly informed in the way of Sal- 
vation, Chriſt, and him Crucified, and that they 
ſhould be impoſed upon fo far as to expect it in 
any other way, as by the works of the Ceremo- 
nial Law, now made void by Chriſt; the Apo- 
ſtle is fo offended with them for it, as to reproach 
them with the titles of foolith, and bewitched per- 
ſons: 
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ſons : whence we may fairly raiſe this obſervation. 

That it is a great reproach to thoſe, who after 
clear evidence of the true Faith profeſſed in the 
Church they belong unto, do make defection from 
it. Undoubtedly the Apoſtles indignation, had ne- 
ver elſe been raiſed to this height againſt the Galz- 
tians, to beſtow upon them the titles he doth, for 
their inconſtancy to the Faith he had newly groun- 
ded them in. 

That which here would be ſpoken to is this, 
What is it , that Men may fatisfie themſelves by, 
that they are of that Church , that hath the true 
_ Faith profeiled in it ; that is, all thoſe DoGtines 
that are of neceſlity to be believed in order to fal- 
vation ? For fatisfation here, we are to conſider, 
what it is we may duly account the only ſtandard 
of this true Faith, for which our Church in the- 
Sixth Article of Religion, teaches us to have our 
recourſe to the holy Scriptures in theſe words. Holy 
Scripture containeth all things neceſſary to ſalvation, 
ſo that whatſoever is not read therein , nor may be 
proved thereby, is not to be required of any man, that 
zt ſhould be believed as an Article of the Faith, or be 
thought requiſite or neceſſary to ſalvation. Which po- 
ſition, 1t we be able by good reaſoning from Scrip- 
ture, and Antiquity, to make good againſt all op- 
poſition , our Church receiving and teaching all 
that for truth, that either directly, or by good con- 
ſequence, is delivered to us in holy Writ 3 we may 
confidently infer, that they who injoy the bleſſing 
of the Communion of the Church of Ezg/azd, they 
are of that Church, that hath the true Faith profeſ- 
ſed in it. 

Now to make this out againſt thoſe who mainly 
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| (18) 
oppoſe us here, the Church of Rome, I doubt not 
but it may be done from a principle wherein they 
and we are agreed, which is, that the holy Scrip- 
tures are of Divine Authority. This, I think, they 
do agree with us in , that the Scriptures are of Di- 
vine Inſpiration, only they will not allow them 
to contain in them, a ſufficient direQion in. all 
things needfull to ſalvation, without the ſupple- 
ment of their Tradition 3 nor will they allow any 
ſenſe legitimate, but what is mfde ſo by the In- 
terpretation of their Church 3 which two Poſts 
were they able to maintain, they might deſervedly 
blame us for not adhering to all their determina- 
tions. But as to the firſt, that very Text beats them 
from it, where it is ſaid, that a Scripture 3s giver 
by Inſpiration of God ;, for where the Apoſtle faith 
this, he withall aſſures us, 2 73-2. 3.15. That the 
holy Scriptures are able to make a man wiſe unto ſal- 
vation - Which they cannot be ſaid to be, except 
they afford us a ſufficient direction in all the things 
of neceſſity to be known, and done, in order to 
ſalvation ; one Effe&t may have divers Cauſes con» 


curring to the producing of it, and every Cauſe can 


onely be accounted able, that doth what belongs 
to it in the way of cauſality 1t 18 to operate in; and 
ſo that the Scriptures are faid to be able to make as 
wiſe unto ſalvation ; 1t implies, that they are able in 
their kind, and according to what uſe they are ap- 
pointed to ſerve to us, in the work of our ſalvation, 
Now, St. Lyke, in the Preface of his Goſpel, tells 
us, they are given to be a Declaration of the things 
farely to be believed by ws 3 and this being the uſe 
they are given to.us for, if they be not a full, but 


a partial Declaration only of the things to be ſurely 
believed 
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believed by us, their being able implying , their 
being able in their kind, 1t cannot be affirmed of 
them , that they are able to make 4s wiſe unto ſalug- 
tion 5 but the Apoſtle 1s peremptory in it , that 
they are able + ſo that by good conſequence from 
this Scripture we are aſlured, that the holy Scrip- 
tures do contain in them a full Declaration of all 
the things needfull to be ſurely believed by us. 
And what is conſiderable here, the Apoſtle affirms 
this of the Scriptures then in being ; and what is 
ſufficient evidence that it was his opinion, - and the 
opinion of his Brethren, the Apoſtles, that they 
were thus able, though the Apoſtles were all gut- 
ded by an Infallible Spirit, yet in all Controver- 
fies, they never inſiſted upon their Infallibility, but 
proved all things by the Scriptures ; the Berears 


are commended by the Apoſtles, for trying their a&. xg. 


Dodrine by the Scriptures; and of ApoZos it is ** 
iaid, AFs 18.28. that he mightily convinced the Jews, 
and that publickly, ſhewing by the Scriptures that Fe- 
ſus was the Chriſt - And herein the Apoſtles were 
the followers of their Lord and Maſter 5; who al- 
ways convinced, and baffled the Scribes and Pharz- 
ſees from the Scriptures , and offer to have it tried 
by the Scriptures, whether he was the Mej/zah or 
no, ſearch the Scriptures, for they are they who teſtifie 
of me 3, and he does not endeavour to fatisfie the 


Diſciples of John, that he was the Meſſiah, from the Matth.rx: 
Miracles themſelves that he wrought 1a the preſence + 5: 


of them, without minding them that it was ſo Pro- 
pheſted long before by 1/ah, that the Meſſzah 
ſhould at his coming work ſuch Miracles , repeat» 
ing the very words of that Prophet in the 35 of 


1aiah, wer.5,6. Thus it was the conſtant way of 
| D 2 Chriſt 
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Chriſt and his Apoſtles, without inſiſting at all up- 
on their Infallibility, evermore to honour the ſuffi- 
ciency of the holy Scriptures : And in their foot- 
fteps, ſhall we find all the Fathers of the firſt Ages 
of the Church walking, making their conſtant ap- 
peals in all Controverſies concerning matters of 
Faith, to the holy Scriptures. St, Auſtin in his ſe- 
cond Book of the Chriſtian Doctrine, Chap. g. is 
expreſs init, That all things appertaining to Faith 
and Life, are moſt evidently contained in the holy 
Scriptures. And therefore in his Book of the Uni- 
ty of the Church againſt the Dozatiſts, he hath theſe 
words, Nox anudiammn, hec dico, bac dicis, ſed an« 
diamms, hac dicit Dominus, and then he proceeds, 
ſunt certi libri dominici, quorum authoritati , utrique 
conſentimus, ibi queramus Eccleſiam, ibi diſcutianms 
cauſam noſtrane. Thus St. Anſtin ſends us to the 
Scriptures to find out the true Church, and the 
Faith it is built upon , and not without good rea- 
fon, if the opinion of St. Chryſoſcom may weigh any 
thing with us, which we have in theſe words, in 
his 49 Homily, Nulo modo cognoſcitur que ſit vera 
Eccleſia, niſt tantummodo per ſcripturas 3 and in the 
ſame Homily, Chriſtus mandat, ut volentes firmita- 
tern accipere vere fidei , ad nullam rem fugiant, niſi 
ad ſcripturas. For that place the Papiſts inſiſt upon 
in the 2 Thef/. 2. 15. as enjoyning of us an equal 
regard to Traditions, with the holy Scriptures ; con- 
cerning which Text, Cams tells us, Elaborandum 
eft ut hic locus, quam diligentiſſime explicaretur , &+ 
muniretur 3 this place is to be fortifked with all 
&naginable care; for why, Traditions , faith he, 


have greater force in them to —_— Hereticks, 


( meaning Proteſtants ) than the Scriptures have : 
An 
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An honeſt Confeſſion by the way, that Proteſtants: 


are not to be worſted by their Church, by any 
weapons the Scripture affords them for it. But 
for that Text, the Papiſts do not offer us any rea- 
ſon, why we ſhould believe, that the Traditions 
the Apoſtle mentions, are any other, than what 
are written in the holy Scriptures, and there 
1s nothing in the Context to the contrary z 
and till they. bring us good reaſons to the con- 
trary, we Will not believe them: to be any 
other Traditions, than what thofe words of 1re- 
£45 induce us to account them, Lib. 3. Cap. r. 
nod tunc preconiaverunt, poſtea per dei voluntaten 
in ſcripturis nobis tradiderunt ; what the Apoſtles 
| fiſt Preached, by the will of God, they did at- 
terward by writing recommend to the uſe of 
the Church, in all future Ages. Now if theſe 
may be the Traditions here meant, there be none 
more for them than Proteſtants, for this confirms 
what we contend for, in the behalf of the ſufh- 
ciency of the holy Scriptures. 

As to the other Allegation they infiſt upon, 
concerning the Interpretation, and Senſe of the 
holy Scriptures 3 affirming that no Senſe is legitt- 
mate, but what 1s made fo by the Interpretation 
of the Church, by Church meaning no other but 
their own ; fo that though we are to go to the 
Scriptures onely for the true Faith, yet it is 
there ſo lockt up, that there is no coming at it, 
unleſs we have the Key of the interpretation of 
their Church along with us, to let us in to the 
right ſenſe and meaning of the Scriptures. In 
Anſwer here, we do acknowledge, that it is not 
the words, but the ſenie of _ Scriptures,. we are 
) 3 ro 
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to be ruled by, in our ſearch of neceſſary. truths, 


but not the interpretation and ſenſe which they 
put upon them 3 we know not why we are to 
value their ſenſe any more than they do ours, be- 
ing wholly toſeek, how this Spirit of interpreting 
went fromfbther Churches, to ſpeak by, and in the 
Church of Rome onely. We do not meet with 
it either 4n the Scriptures, or in the Antient Fa- 
thers, that it was ever acknowledged to be the 
right of the Church of Rome, to be the fole In- 
terpreter of the holy Scriptures. We do honour 
the interpretation of the Scriptures, given by 
the concurring conſent of the Fathers of the Pri- 
mitive Church ; and the Scriptures ſo expounded, 
giving us a full, and a clear Declaration indepen- 
dently upon the Tradition,or Interpretation of the 
Roman Church, of all the things to be ſurely be- 
lieved by us, we' may warrantably conclude , 
that the Church that receives, and propoſeth one- 
ly this Declaration, hath the true Faith profeſled 
in It- 

And here we do add farther on the behalf of 
the Church of Ezgland, that by the Scriptures thus 
expounded , there is nothing wanting in our 
Church, that goes to the Conſtitution of a 
Church. _ For beſides that the Antient Apoſto- 
lick Faith is received, and taught 3 the Sacraments 


be duly miniſtred, according to Chriſt's Inſtitu- 


tion; all Devotions are appointed to be decently 
celebrated , and. we are in ſabjetion under our 
Lawfull Governours. And what goes more to 
the Conſtitution of a Church, we meet not with it 
in the holy Scriptures, as expounded by the An- 
trent Fathers of the Church. 


The 
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The great quarrel whictrtheRomaniſts have againſt 
us 1n this matter is 3 that we are not in SubjeGion 
under our Lawfull Governours, foxaſmuch as we 
diſown any Juriſdiction the Church of Rove hath 
over us 3 and there 1s no.one thing they do more 
eagerly contend for, than their Pope's Juriſdiction, 
not over our Church onely, but over all the 
Churches of the whole World. Now becauſe they 
do make this a matter of Faith, and inſiſt upon it 
1o mightily as they do, and that to no mean pur- 
poſes, this being the thing they mainly amuſe 
their Proſelytes with, to enflave them the more 
in the Communion of their Church ; telling: them, 
that it 1s onely by being in the Communion of 
their Church, that they are Catholicks, or Mem- 
bers of the Univerſal Church ; and the thing alſo, 
whereby they warrant their Proſfelytes of the In- 
fallibility of their Church : For all Arguments con- 
cerning the fallibility of particular Churches, have 
nothing in them againſt the Koa Church, if that 
Church be the Univerſal Church : : 
This, I fay, being the thing the Rowariſts put 
ſo much ſtrefs upon, it would be here inquired 
into 3: and confidering how much it 1s they glory 
of the unboundedneſs of the juriſdiction of their 
Church, one would think it ſhould be a matter 
whereof there never had been any doubt in the 
Chriſtian Church, eſpecially in the Ages neareſt 
the Apoftles. And if we may fairly look ſo far 


backward, we may beſt expett, to meet with the . 


true account of the Ancient Belief in this thing, 
in the Conſtitutions of the 4 firſt General Coun- 
cils. But alas, inſtead of meeting with any thing, 


that ſeems to favour any ſach pretended Ju- 
rfdicion, 
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rifdiction , we meet with nothing, but what on 
the contrary proves it to be a meer Ulſurpation. 
The ſixth Canon of the Council of Nice appoints, 
that Ancient Cuſtoms ſhould be. obſerved , and 
that the Patriarch of Alexandria ſhould have Ju- 
riſdiction over the Churches of Egypt, Libza, and 
Pentapolis, as it was the right by cuſtom to the 
Biſhop of Rowe , to have Juriſdiction over the 
Churches of the Weſt, belonging to his Patriar- 
chate ; and in like manner, this and the next 
Canon of that Council, aſſign the Patriarchs of 
Antioch and Jeruſalem their particular Patriar- 
chatese. And other honour than this, we do not 
find to be acknowledged to the Biſhop of Rowe 
in the 4 firſt Councils : That he was Epiſcopas 
prime ſedis, Biſhop of the firſt See 5 and that not 
by reaſon of any grant from Chriſ?, but with re- 
gard to Rome's being the Head City of the Em- 
pire, as the 238 Canon of the Council of Chal- 
cedon is moſt expreſs in it, in theſe words, Az 
Ts CandJav Þ mii cxcvlwy , upon Which ac- 
count, the ſame Canon gives equal priviledges, 
with the Patriarch of Rome, to the Patriarch of 
Conſtantinople, becauſe the City of Conſtantinople 
was then honoured in like manner with Rome, 
both with an Empire, and Senate , appointing 
the Patriarchate of Conſtantinople to be acknow- 
ledged the ſecond after Rowe. Now as to the 
Popes Juriſdiction over Erg/and, by his being 
Patriarch of the Weſt, the Romaniſts have been 
challenged ever ſince the Reformation, to give 
inſtance of one Aa of Juriſdiction he ever ex- 
erciſed in the Ezg/iſþ Church for 3oo years after 


Chriſt, and they are not able to do it, and not 


having 
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having JuriſdiQion in all that time, he ſtands ex- 
cluded from having it to the worlds end, by 
the 8 Canon of the Council of Epheſjs. To 
which Council the Biſhops of Cypras appealed 
from the Patriarch of Artioch, and becaule it did 
appear that that Patriarch had no right of Juriſ- 
diction over the Cyprian Biſhops before that time, 
it was provided that he ſhould neither have it 
for the time to come 3 and the Council in the ſame 
Canon provided , that no Biſhop ſhould invade 
anothers Province, where he had not had right of 
Juriſdiction before that time, time out of mind, 
giving a reaſon for it becoming the Diſciples of 
the Meek and Lowly Feſas , leſt his carriage here- 
in ſhould reſemble JZ&nz; wo. wow , the 
hufting pride of fecular Powers. This Council 
was held in the fourth Century : if the Biſhops of 
Rome had title to Eng/and then, let them ſhew 
it; if they had it not then, they are by this Coun- 
cil excluded from the having of any Juriſdiction 
over us to the worlds end. We are not igno- 
rant what ſtreſs it is they put upon the third Ca- 
non of the Council of Sardica, which was no 
General Council ; and how gladly they would 
have it paſs for a Canon of the Niceze Council. 
Now all that that Canon provides, is onely this, 
that in caſe of difference between Biſhops, if the 
difference could not be decided within the Pro- 
vince, the memory of St. Peter if it ſeemed good 
to the Biſhops, might be honoured by writing 
to Julius Biſhop of Rome tor his judgment in 
the controverſie. But what advantage is this to 
the Biſhop of Rowe when he pretends his Juriſ- 


diction to be of Divine Right, to have a Coun- 
F. Ci! 


TITS 0 * - C 0 
A N _— — REY : 
+. OE , mn | 


V = _ _ 9 was 4 + 
SC Tenet YT; 
5. Re 
Wo 
DL a” 3-6 


A 4 _ } <—- » - > 
pp ”— AS VET, In . n—_ - g 
*. t, Þ ps 4h is Lo. YE OT EY __ _ 
by IVES EY) oy 
gk... 0, news 


= hay 
Ge EW 


= we pe pos. _ ne , 
a - by uw yo a - >. . 
" _ « y age 3Otes pgs 55-206 Os ; 2 
bas Gn, > f WJ: , . ©" 
_ 0 , 6 RC" 
EE Dovam WO zaer: _ Me L ESE "TY b p 
> IEC boy - oe M : bs » <4 gee, 
rt : pH er RO 25 rae - Nun . _ qo YL = ood anheomor tho ? - 
” ot JV - = * » * 
G 4 . nv oC ef Wy. *. # _ _ 
CY : A g 


WF: 
1 * 
: : F 
F £ 
þ - 
( op 
+ p / 
F: 4 
v8 71 
© 4 k. | (Y 
Bf: } 
= 
F 
*©& © © 
IS 5+ 
5 
* 


<F 47. A 
_ T4 


<a>, 


(26) 


cil complement his See, . with an 7f 7 pleaſe 
you , let us pay ſome reſpec to the Memory of 
St. Peter. 

In a word, the 4 firſt Councils gave the Biſhop 
of Rome no other honour or power but that of 
a Patriarch, whence we may conclude, that his 
being an Univerſal Monarch was an unknown 
thing to them; for had it been known to them, 
their making of him a Patriarch, when Chriſt before 
had made him an Umverſal Monarch, had much 
reſembled, and been every way as abſurd, as a Par- 
liament's making their Lawfull King a Major Ge- 
nera]). 

When the point of the Pope's Supremacy came 
to be canvaſed in the days of Henry the Eighth, 
every Biſhop but one ſubſcribed the King's Su- 
premacy, and not onely ſo, but in teſtimony of 
their ſincerity in what they did, they openly 
diſputed for it, and publiſhed Books in the de- 
fence of it , and yet remained Papiſts in all 
points but this of the King's Supremacy 3. and 
whence is 1t now, that what the Papiſts have fo 
little to ſay for from Antiquity, and that when 
it came to be inquired into, was rejected. by 
them who were ſo far from being Proteſtants, 
that at the ſame time they reje&ed the Pope's 
Supremacy, they burnt Proteſtants z whence is 
it that they are now ſo eager for this one point, 
that they could diſpenſe with Proteſtants in the 
other Articles for which they once burnt them, 
provided they would but ſubſcribe to. them in 
this one thing ? 

They may pretend zeal to the ſalvation of our 


Souls, in being-thus concerned for cur being of 
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this belief with them; but till they refolve us, 
how it is poſſible that that point that was never 
dreamt of by the Primitive Saints and Martys, 
ſhould , now become the great ſalvation point ; 
they muſt excuſe us, if we ſuſpect that they 
have onely a Plot upon us, mnch like that Sz- 
meon and Levi had upon the Sechemites , when 
they pretended Religion certainly, and their Souls 
good , in perſwading them to be Circumciſed 
when all their drift was, to get the Maſtery 
of them, to take their revenge upon them, and 
to poſſes themſelves of their Goods and Chat- 
tels : in like manner I fear it may truly be ſuſ- 


' pected, the main drift of the Papiſts to be agreed 


and to be one People with us, ( onely as the 
Sechemites were to be Circumciſed, we muſt 
acknowledge the Pope's Supremacy) is this ; that 
having hereby the Maſtery again over us, they 
may have their hands in our Pockets again, and 
drain us as they did of old of our Treaſure. 
They ſhewed ſufficiently how burning hot their 
zeal was towards our welfare in the few years 
Queen Mary reigned, and had ſhe reigned lon- 
ger, it's likely , 1t would have been more enfla- 
med. Our Anceſtours felt ſo much of it in that 
little time, as hath given their Poſterity cauſe 
ever ſince to pray From the tender mercies of 


an Irquiſition, and the burning zeal of Papiſts, 
Good Lord deliver us. 


Now to apply this to our ſolves that hath 
been ſpoken, to ſhew what it is that men may 
ſatisfie themſelves by, they are of that Church 
that hath the true Faith profeſſed in it. Foraf- 
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cil complement his See, with an 7f 7t pleaſe 
you , let us pay ſome reſpe® to the Memory of 
St. Peter. 

In a word, the 4 firſt Councils gave the Biſhop 
of Rowe no other honour or power but that of 
a Patriarch, whence we may conclude, that his 
being an Univerſal Monarch was an unknown 
thing to them; for had jt been known to them, 
their making of him a Patriarch, when Chriſt before 
had made him an Umverſal Monarch, had much 
reſembled, and been every way as abſurd, as a Par- 
liament's making their Lawfull King a Major Ge- 
neral. 

When the point of the Pope's Supremacy came 
to be canvaſed in the days of Henry the Eighth, 
every Biſhop but one ſubſcribed the King's Su- 
premacy, and not onely ſo, but in teſtimony of 
their ſincerity in what they did, they openly 
diſputed for it, and publiſhed Books in the de- 
fence of it, and- yet remained Papiſts in all 
points but this of the King's Supremacy ;- and 
whence 1s 1t now, that what the Papiſts have fo 
little to ſay for from Antiquity, and that when 
it came to be inquired into, was rejected. by 
them who were ſo far from being Proteſtants, 
that at the ſame time they reje&ed the Pope's 
Supremacy, they burnt Proteſtants z whence is 
it that they are now ſo eager for this one point, 
that they could diſpenſe with Proteſtants in the 
other Articles for which they once burnt them, 
provided they would but ſubſcribe to them in 
this one thing ? 

They may pretend zeal to the ſalvation of our 
Souls, in being thus concerned for cur being of 
this 
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this belief with them 3 but till they reſolve us, 
how it is poſſible that that point that was never 
dreamt of by the Primitive Saints and Marty, 
ſhould now become the great ſalvation point ; 
they muſt excuſe us, if we ſuſpedt that they 
have onely a Plot upon us, mnch like that Sz- 
meon and Levi had upon the Sechemrites, when 
they pretended Religion certainly, and their Souls 
good, in perſwading them to be Circumciſed 
when all their drift was, to get the Maſtery 
of them, to take their revenge upon them, and 
to poſſeſs themſelves of their Goods and Chat- 
tels : in like manner I fear it may truly be ſul- 


' pected, the main drift of the Papilſts to be agreed 


and to be one py with us, ( onely as the 

to be Circumciſed, we muſt 
acknowledge the Pope's Supremacy) is this; that 
having hereby the Maſtery again over us, they 
may have their hands in our Pockets again, and 
drain us as they /did of old of our Treaſure. 
They ſhewed ſufficiently how burning hot their 
zeal was towards our welfare in the few years 
Queen Mary reigned, and-had ſhe reigned lon- 
ger, it's likely , It would/ haye/ been more enfla- 
med. Our Anceſtours felt fo much of it in that 
little time, as hath given (their Poſterity cauſe 
ever ſince to pray From thextender mercies of 


an Irquiſition , and the burning” zeal of Papiſts, 
Good Lord deliver us. 


Now to apply this to our ſelves that hath 
been ſpoken, to ſhew what 1t is that men may 
ſatisfie themſelves by, they are of that Church 
that hath the true Faith profeſled in it. Forafl- 
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much as we can fix here, that appealing to the 
holy Scriptures as interpreted by the Primitive 
Church , the Church of Ergland is a true 
Church , teaching the Ancient Catholick and 
Apoſtolick Faith 3 and in which nothing is wan- 
ting, that goes to the Conſtitution of a Church, 
according to what we find to be the notion of 
a Church in the holy Scriptures z and that we 
have that evidence of it, that the miſchievous 
and fly artifices of all our Adverfaries 1s not able 
to overthrow ; the Reprehenſion of the Text 
les as home againſt us, as againſt the G/a- 
tians , if in the leaſt we incline to forſake this 
Church, and the Faith profeſſed in it, in ſuch man- 
ner as the Apoſtle feared the Galatiazs were about 
to do by Judaizing, viz. by embracing Dodtines, 
and Cuſtoms foreign to Apoſtolical Tradition , 
recorded in the holy Scriptures. And for fuch 
we may ſafely account the Dodtrines and Cu- 
ſtoms of the Church of Rowe wherein they dif- 
fer from us. It may ſeem a thing - incredible 
that in ſuch an Age of Light and Learning , 
there ſhould be any fear of Mens being delu- 
ded and impoſed upon fo as to be in danger 
of this ſeduction , and diſcourſes of this na- 
ture may be thought needleſs if not danger- 
ous, as tending onely to amuſe and frighten 
Men into fear, where no fear 1s. But His Ma- 
jeſty in his Proclamation for a General Faſt, 
Feb. 4. 1673. acquainting us with the reſtleſ5 
pradices of the Romiſh Recuſants threatning a ſub- 
verſion both of Church and State; and having had 
ſo many inſtances fince that time , not onely of 
their practices of that natute, but of their pre- 
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ſamptions of prevailing in rooting out the Pe- 
ſtilent Hereſie , as they are pleaſed to ſtile the 
Proteſtant Religion, we are I hope allowed to 
account it no needleſs Jealouſie, that too many 
are thus diſpoſed to be cheated and couzened 
of their Religion : For is it to be imagined, that 
if they did not meet with good Markets in Eze- 
land, and find Chap-men for their pitifull coun- 
terfeit Wares, to make Exchanges with to the 
Advantage of the Rowzay Church, we ſhould 
have ſo many Fattours from Rome among us, 
that it is much to be ſuſpefted, we have ten 
Do@rine Factours from Rowe , to one that 
Trades in any thing this Land affords? 

Well, the aforefaid Proclamation calls upon 
us to look upon jt as a judgment, we ſhould 
be in this danger from Rowzez and we may well 
look upon it as fo, for a People to be fo far be- 
ſotted , or in the Apoſtles word bewitched, to 
forſake a Church where nothing is wanting that 
was believed in the Primitive Church, and where 
nothing is impoſed to be believed by us, and 
that conſonantly to the 7 Canon of the Coun- 
cil of Epheſas, but what we meet with in the 
Ancient Creeds, and thoſe Creeds onely as the 
words of the eighth Article of Religion run , 
becauſe they may be proved by good warranty 
of the holy Scriptures, to forfake this Church, 
for that wherein, if we believe not all that the 
Pope ſhall define to be a matter of Faith, we 
are Curſed of him, and in danger to fare worſe 
from the Inquiſition, than all his Curſes can 
amount to, and if we do believe we run the dan- 
ger of the Curſe that is -threatned to ſuch as 
E 3 add 


( 30 ) 


add unto. the Scriptures, the being curſed of 
God; when a People is ſo beſotted as to be wil. 
ling with this exchange, it may well be accoun- 
ted a Judgement., and we find it inflicted as fo 
upon ſuch as receive not the Truth in the love 
of it, 2 Theſ.2. 10,11. to be left ro ſtrong deluſions, 
that they ſhould belicve a Lie. 
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pl And to conclude all in a word of Exhortation, Y 
Ii: As when the hand of God is upon us in other is 
& Judgements, our eyes, and our hearts ought to 3 
4 Hr be up unto him for the removing of them from 4 


us, charge we our ſelves with this duty as to this 
Judgement alſo. How 1ll did God take it at the 
hands of his People 17ae!, when being delivered 
from the Idolatries of Egypt, they were willing 1 
to return to it again, and how certainly had : 
they all been deſtroyed for it, it it had not been 
for Moſes's Interceſſion ? And let not any reply 
and ſay here, they are but a few who are thus 
bewitched, and how is it to be an affliction 
to us all? when the word of God gives us ex- 
preſs inſtances for our afftlicting our ſelves in 
this caſe, Revel. 2. 14. the Church of Pergamns 
is reproved , for having ſuch amongſt them as 
taught corrupt Dodrinez and Ver. 16. called to 
Repentance for it z and Ver. 20. the Church of 
Thyatira 1s reproved for the very ſame thing. Now 
to ſhew that we are truly afflicted and prieved 
for the defeftions of our Brethren, let us do it, 
in praying for them, as our Church directs, that 
God would be pleaſed to bring all ſuch as have 
erred and been deceived, into the way of Truth 
again : And let the debeRtions of others warn him 
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that ſtandeth to take heed leſt he fall : and for- 
aſmuch as our help in this, as in all other du- 


ties, is of the Lord, Pray we heartily for our 


{elves unto God that he would ſtabliſh, ſtrengthen, 
and ſettle us, that we may continue 1n the Pro- 
teſſion of our Religion ſtedfaſt to the end 3 with- 
out which we onely vainly pretend to ſorrow 
for the defe&tion of others; and whilſt God is 
pleaſed to continue to us the true Religion, let 
us do our utmoſt endeavour to. be true and firm 
to It, without which we vainly pray for our own 


{tedfaſtneſs, 


And here give me leave to recommend two 
things to the care of all true Proteſtants, as the 
things wherein they may beſt expreſs their truth 
and firmneſs to their Religion, and whereby they 
may beſt endeavour to: preſerve themſelves ſted- 
faſt in it. 


In the firſt place, it is our duty to this pur- 
poſe, to concern our ſelves to obſerve, and per- 
form all that Worſhip, with the fincereſt devo- 
tion, which our Church appoints 3 without which 
whilſt we talk of a Church, and our being of 
the beſt Church, we do not appear to be of 
any Church at all, and we give the greateſt ad- 
vantage that can be to the Fapiſts to deride us. 
The thing they twitted us with of old was this, 
Where was your Church before Lxther £ but by 
teaving off in a careleſs way thoſe Offices of 
Worſhip our Church appoints us, we now pur 
this ſtone into their hands to throw at us, where 
is your Church now 2 was "there ever a Churet 
—_ without 
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without publick Worſhip 2 were not the firſt 
Chriſtians called a Church from their continuing 
in the Apoſtles Fellowſhip and DoQtine , their 
breaking the Sacramental Bread together , and 
performing together ſolemnly their publick Pray- 
ers 2 If we tell them we have good Offices ſet 
us for publick Worſhip , then they upbraid us, 
as well they may, with the little regard the ge- 
nerality of men have to come to them, or to 
come even at all to publick Worſhip, onely in 
time enough to hear the Sermon, which cannot 
entitle them, as neither did it the Primitive Chri- 
ſtians, to the denomination of a Church. And it 
is worth the being conſidered here, that the Papiſts 
will permit their Proſelytes to come to our Sermons 
but not to our Sacraments nor our Prayers, for that 
8 would look like embodying with us, as our joynin 
and continuing in the conſtant Celebration of theſe 
Ordinances , is our embodying into, and being 
a Church. Now whilſt we by a groſs negle& 
of theſe Churching duties even give over the 
being a Church, can we expect, that God ſhould 
continue us a Church ?' Nay, may we not rather 
dread, that God in anger, as he threatens Epheſas, 
ſhould remove our Candleſtick out of its place, 
for the loſs of our firſt love, the love our An- 
ceſtors had at firſt to thoſe duties, when they 
were newly eſcaped from the Idolatry and. Su- 
perſtition of the Church of Rowe? 


Secondly, Whilſt God 1s pleaſed to continue 
the true Religion among us, be we true to it, 
not betraying it , by expoſing it to ſcandall 
through any umpiety or prophaneneſs, but adorn- 
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ing it in all things according to the rules it 
oives us that way , with an inoffenſive Conver- 
ſation- 

And as that which may make us the more 
circumſpect in this important matter of walking 
anſwerably to our Religion, 


1. Conſider in the firſt place, what a heavy 
Judgment it would be, for God to take away 
the Light he hath ſet up amongſt us, by bleſſing 
us with the Proteſtant Religion, and to leave 
us again to the Education and Nurturing of the 
Traditions , Fables, and Dreams of Monks and 
Fryers. - And what can ſo provoke him to it, 
as not to uſe it to the purpoſes he ſends it, to 
mend and cleanſe our ways by taking heed un- 
to it 2 but to abuſe it onely to hunt out for 
notions by it, to be able to diſpute and quar- 
rel about the Circumſtantials onely of Religion, 
and to defend ſome. points that do generally 
diſturb the Peace of the Church, more than they 
do edifie any member of it ? 


Secondly, Confider we with our ſelves, that 
nothing can make us ſo ſteddy in our Religion, 


as the living according to its Precepts, 72 righ- Phil. 2.15. 


teouſneſs and true holineſs 5 one Scripture recom- 
mends to us the holding forth the word of Life, 
and another commands the holding of it faſt, 2 Tim. 
1. 13, Now he that obſerves the firſt Diredion, 
and by God's grace orders himſelf in that manner 
that his Life is a true Comment upon the word 
of Life he hath received into his heart, and doth 


{o hold it forth , he takes the ſure way to the 
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holding 
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hclding of it faſt, and ſo as to the true Religion 
It teacheth , nothing fo fixeth it with us, as 
when our Converſations are imbued with it, by 
our every day pradice of it, and our obſerving 
with the ſevereſt care all the duties 1t directs us, 


Thirdly, Confider we that in this way of 1j- 
ving up to the rules of our Religion, we can 
onely put our ſclves under hopes that God may 
have mercy of us, and {til} continue it unto us: 
as the holding of the truth in unrighteouſneſs , 
brings down God's Judgments upon them who 
do it, ſo we may hopctully promiſe our ſelves 
that the holding of it in righteouſneſs, may put 
us under the bleſſed influences of his Grace and 
Favour, and be the means of his preventing all 
our fears, and continuing to us the Goſpel and 
the true Proteſtant Religion we are taught out 
of it, and the bleſſings it brings with it, and of 
his rejoycing over us to do us good ; making us 
{till as hitherto we have been, the envy of the 
Church of Rome, and all her Emiſlaries, and the 
Glory, Honour, and Joy of all the Reformed 
Churches in the World, 
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